“The Milk Man”

by David Levy

SCENE 01
EXT. A SHOP ON A RANDOM STREET – DAY  (A_01)
CUT TO:

INT. A SHOP -- DAY

A merchant (Harry) shows an interviewee (Brad) what his job duties will be. Harry picks up boxes and moves them around while chatting with the Brad. Harry sounds overly polite. (B_01)
HARRY

Hey buddy, so here is where you would put beers.  You know, you seem like a nice guy, I am sure you'd be perfect for the job!  Do you have any experience?

BRAD

Well, actually ahem... Not exactly... And ... (C_01)
HARRY

No problem, Buddy!!  You betcha!  I'll teach you in no time how to become the perfect shop attendant! (D_01)
BRAD

Well, thanks a lot sir!  I really need this job you understand, I am a student and.... (E_01)
HARRY

Oh I understand Buddy! You betcha!  You know, you can call me Harry, none of this "sir" bullshit between us.  Just sign this paper now, and you'll be my employee and best friend! (F_01)
BRAD

By the way, what happened to your previous employee?

(G_01)
HARRY

Oh, it's a long story, don't worry about that, here you go have a look at this buddy! Just sign there and you're good to go. (H_01)
(HARRY hands Brad a piece of oily and old paper that vaguely looks like a contract.  He actually uses it to wipe his forehead, nervously.  Brad signs the paper casually, but then decides to read it.  Harry does not give him the time to do so, and snatches the paper out of Brad's hands.) (I_01) (J_01)
___​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________


HARRY

Ahem, you don't trust me??  Don't worry, Buddy, you can trust old Harry, me and you are going to make big bucks!

BRAD

Well, shouldn't I read the small print at the bottom of the....

HARRY (walking away with the paper)

Here ya go! Lovely signature you have!  Hey Buddy, that is so gnarly, we are going to make such a good team!!

______________________________________________
BRAD

Oh, ok, well, thank you... I mean, thanks a lot, because... (L_01)
HARRY (colder now)

Yeah, I got that part, you are a student, you need money, don't lecture me now.  Ok, I have to talk to you.  Come with me to the back of the shop for a moment, I have to give you one or two pointers.

(M_01)
CUT TO:

INT. BACK OF THE SHOP. -- DAY

Harry takes a baseball bat lying on the wall while Brad is turning his back, looking around, kind of curious and unaware. Brad turns around, and sees Harry, extremely menacing now, not at all friendly as he used to be. (N_01)
HARRY

Ok, now, my little friend... (O_01)
BRAD

Uh... What are you doing with that?  (P_01)
HARRY

SHUT IT!  From now on you are my little bitch, you'll talk only when I say, and you'll do exactly what I say, or you'll see my baseball bat from too close--fast. (Q_01)
BRAD

WHAT?  What the hell are you talking about?! (R_01)
HARRY

WHAT DID I JUST SAY ABOUT TALKING WITHOUT MY PERMISSION? (S_01)
BRAD

Wha... ? (T_01)
(POV) of BRAD, Baseball bat incoming, at high speed. (U_01)
BLACKOUT.

SCENE 02
EXT. HOSPITAL – DAY (A_02)
CUT TO: 

INT. HOSPITAL DOCTOR OFFICE.  -- DAY
Doctor Kurt is staring speechless into the camera. Brad is looking back, speechless as well, avoiding the doctor Kurt's gaze. (B_02) (C_02)
DOCTOR KURT (dubious) (D_02)
You slid on a banana...

(pause)

...while running backwards in an elevator?

(pause)

Because a pack of rabid dogs was following you? 

(Pause) (E_02)
DOCTOR KURT

Whatever...now that your arm is in a cast it'll take a good month to be "Repaired".  I advise you to drink a lot of milk, the calcium will help the bone heal, and take these pain killers for the first few days.

(handing painkillers)

With calcium, you know what they say, what does not kill you makes you stronger, he he.

BRAD (looks up, interested)

What do you mean? (G_02)
DOCTOR KURT

Well, let me explain,  it's like coral, when you cut a branch, it regrows stronger.  The same applies to bones.  When you break one, calcium builds up more around the area you broke, not only repairing it, but also making it stronger than any other part of your arm.  A natural defense if you will. (H_02)
BRAD

I see....what does not kill you makes you stronger... (I_02)
SCENE 03
CUT TO:

TITLE CARD: the Milk Man.  Displayed on a background made of X-rays. 

EXT.BRAD WALKS DOWN THE STREETS.   -- EVENING

Back from the hospital, with his arm in a cast, going back to his apartment. He remembers parts of the altercation with Harry at the shop, where we learn more about what the document contained. (A_03)
HARRY

From now on, like I said, buddy, you'll be my slave--at work and out side of work.  Don't try to tell anybody, or I'll break what's left of your bones. 

(B_03)
(pause)

From now on, you'll take care of my laundry,  my car, cooking, cleaning the shop.  And that's just the beginning. 

(C_03)
(pause)

And don't try to escape, unless you want to find out what happened to the last employee.

(D_03)
SCENE 04
FADES TO:

EXT. IN FRONT OF BRAD'S APARTMENT DOOR. – EVENING (A_04)
The door is kicked in, the lock broken.  A message on the table in front of an empty fish tank reads: "I know where you live, you better be at work tomorrow or next time I'll flush the toilet." (B_04) (C_04) (D_04) (E_04)
Brad rushes to the bathroom.  A fish is swimming in the toilet. (F_04)
INT. BRAD'S APARTMENT -- EVENING

Fish posters on the walls. Brad looks out a window, thoughtful, obviously depressed. Quiet music is playing in the background. The fish is now swimming in the fish tank.

(G_04) (H_04)
CUT TO:

INT. BRAD'S APARTMENT -- NIGHT

Brad sits at a table, a bottle of milk is nearby. He holds a Hammer in one hand poised above his other unbroken arm which rests on the table. Eyes closed, Brad repeats an eerie mantra, almost in a silent scream:


BRAD

What does not kill you makes you stronger ... What does not kill you makes you stronger... What does not kill you makes you stronger...

C.U on the hammer falling down on the arm, heavy sound of broken bones. 

CUT TO: BLACK, WE HEAR A SCREAM

CUT TO:

SCENE 05
EXT. SHOP –DAY (A_05)
CUT TO:

INT. SHOP -- DAY

Brad is sweeping the floor with both his arms broken. He stops once in a while to drink from a big bottle of milk. He sweats and looks very handicapped. (B_05)
CUT TO:

INT. SHOP – EVENING

BRAD cleans the windows, obviously handicapped. (C_05)
TITLE CARD: 4 months later. (D_05)
SCENE 06
CUT TO:

INT. SHOP – DAY (A_06)
 BRAD is sweeping the floor, HARRY is pointing at dirt on the floor while eating a sandwich as the crumbs fall on the floor. He hits BRAD on the back of the head.  (B_06) (C_06) (D_06)
HARRY

What the!  You're a total idiot.  You missed a spot there! (E_06)
(Almost burping his sandwich, dropping parts of it all around, he hits Brad on the head again.) (F_06)
HARRY

And hurry up; you still have to clean the toilets. 

(Shoving a toothbrush in front of his face.) (G_06)
Harry goes back to the counter and sits down as an old grandma comes up to buy something.  She is obviously very shortsighted and not totally there; she has trouble counting the money in her purse.  Harry looks menacing and uses his overly nice voice: (H_06) (I_06) (J_06)
HARRY

Hold on, Madam, let me help you.

(K_06)
Harry grabs the old lady's purse, empties it behind the counter, takes few coins and drops them with a loud sound in the purse. He gives the purse back to the old lady. 

You can keep the change, my lady.  Have a great day!

The old woman thanks Harry, and leaves the shop apparently very happy to meet such a polite person. (L_06)
BRAD

(silently but clearly)

Fucker... (M_06)
Harry hears this, and walks quickly towards Brad. (N_06)
CUT TO:

INT. BACK OF THE SHOP – CONTINUOUS

HARRY throws BRAD on the ground, smacks BRAD in the leg with the usual bat. Sound of broken bones. (O_06) (P_06)
 CUT TO BLACK  

SCENE 07
CUT TO:

INT. LARGE GROCERY STORE - -DAY

 At the register, the counter is packed with milk bottles. BRAD, behind, is hopping around with his leg in a cast, adding even more milk bottles to the counter. The shop lady looks at him, obviously thinking that BRAD is out of his mind, which is extremely possible at this time.  (A_07) (B_07)
SCENE 08
CUT TO:

INT. BRAD'S APARTMENT – EVENING

 Talking to his fish as if it was a real person: 

BRAD

You know, you don't understand what I am going through.  You don't exactly have bones...

(pause)

I wonder if fish bones grow stronger..

CUT TO:

INT. BRAD'S APARTMENT—NIGHT

BRAD Sitting at the table, a hammer in one hand, targeting his unbroken leg. Eyes closed, talking low but keeps repeating, almost in a silent scream: 

BRAD

What does not kill you makes you stronger ... What does not kill you makes you stronger... What does not kill you makes you stronger...

C.U on the hammer falling down on the leg, heavy sound of broken bones. (B_08)
CUT TO: BLACK, WE HEAR A SCREAM

SCENE 09
CUT TO:

INT. SHOP  —DAY

BRAD is moving boxes, harry is sleeping at the counter, snoring loudly, empty beer bottles around him. BRAD tried to get closer to hit HARRY with a glass bottle of milk. Before BRAD can strike, HARRY suddenly wakes up, BRAD is petrified, a bottle of milk in one hand, a box in the other, and both legs in a cast. (A_09) (B_09)
HARRY (waking up)

What the!  What do you think you are doing, buddy! (C_09)
CUT TO:

INT. BACK OF THE SHOP – CONTINUOUS

HARRY throws BRAD on the ground, smacks BRAD in the head with the usual bat, broken bones sound. (D_09) (E_09)
CUT TO BLACK 

CUT TO:

SCENE 10
INT. HOSPITAL DOCTOR OFFICE—DAY

DOCTOR KURT again stares speechless at the camera. BRAD is looking back as speechless also, a bandage around his head, he avoids DOCTOR KURT’s glance.  (A_10) (B_10)
DOCTOR KURT

Another banana peal accident I guess?  Ahem... Do you want to tell me the truth, are you a masochist of some sort?  Do you need psychological help? (C_10)
CUT TO:

EXT. HOSPITAL—DAY

DOCTOR KURT LOOKS at BRAD leaving and shake his head, wondering what is wrong with this young man. (D_10) 

SCENE 11
INT. BRAD’s appartment – NIGHT.

BRAD is exercising and reeducating his muscles. He is sweating heavily. View of the fish, swimming happily, unaware of the whole drama.  (A_11)
SCENE 12
CUT TO:

INT. SHOP -- DAY

Brad is drinking milk, while arranging boxes in one of the shop's aisle.  Brad seems more confident, although slowed by bandages around his hands.  He seems to contain his pain each time he uses them.  Harry is looking at him, with a hateful stare, like usual. (A_12) (B_12)
A customer enters the shop, it's Dr. Kurt, not noticing Brad at first.  Brad, surprised, notices him right away and apparently decided to talk to him about Harry.  He turns toward Harry who is actually staring back at him as if he understands what is going on. (C_12) (D_12) (E_12)
Tension seems to build up between the trio, although the doctor is just walking around the aisles, obviously looking for something and, like Brad's fish, totally unaware of the drama.

(F_12) 
Harry glares at Brad and runs his thumb across his throat in a cutting gesture; he looks totally insane. (G_12)
The doctor goes back out of the shop; he has not found what he was looking for. (H_12)
A tear of milk falls on Brad's cheek. (I_12)
SCENE 13 

INT. BRAD'S APARTMENT -- NIGHT

Brad just finished exercising, drank his milk, and is now observing his fish.  On his knees rests a revolver.  Brad has a totally blank stare on his face, as if hypnotized by the dance of the fish. (A_13) (B_13) 
He suddenly take the gun in his hand, points it to his skull, closes his eyes, but just can't make it.  He collapses in tears. (C_13) 
He drinks more milk.

(D_13)

SCENE 14
CUT TO:

EXT. RIVER -- MORNING

Brad holds a plastic bag with his fish in it; he has a bottle of milk in the other hand.  He opens it the bag and throws the fish in the river.  Brad looks at the fish swimming away.

(A_14) (B_14) (C_14)
SCENE 15
INT. SHOP -- EVENING

Harry is listening to a comedy on Radio--we hear the laugh track.  Harry laughs loudly and obnoxiously.  Brad is sweeping the floor, as usual, and drinking milk.  We can hear someone enter the shop, but Brad is not watching yet.  He is too concentrated on cleaning to hear anything. 

(A_15) (B_15) 
DOCTOR KURT

Hey!  Brad!  What are you doing here???  How are your rabid dogs and banana peals doing?

(he smiles)

(Brad looks at him, speechless)

You look very tired to me...

(pause)

So this is where you work??  Interesting, I would have thought you'd be a student or something!  Anyway, would you by any chance have a  bottle of aspirin?  I know I am a doctor but....


While the doctor keeps talking, Brad looks back at Harry who is still laughing like a whale, unaware of the doctor's presence.  Brad catches the doctor by the arm and drags him into one of the aisles.  TV sound is still in the background.

(D_15) (E_15) (F_15)
DOCTOR KURT

But?!  But!  What's wrong with you??? (G_15)
Brad manages to stay aside and talks very low, but quickly,  to the doctor, trying to explain everything.  The doctor listens but seems confused by the all the information.

DOCTOR KURT

What are you saying?  That you are kept here as a hostage?  Your boss?

(looking over Brad's shoulder)

Baseball bat?  What does all this mean? (H_15)
At this moment, Brad notices Harry behind the doctor--big smile on Harry's face, baseball bat in his hand.  Brad tries to say something but it is already too late.  The baseball bat has started its motion. (I_15) (J_15) (K_15)
From there everything is slow-motion, Brad violently pushes the doctor to the side.  Harry, with a raging face, finishes his move right on Brad's head.  Brad closes his eyes as the baseball bat shatters into a million pieces on his now indestructible skull. (L_15) (M_15) (N_15)
Harry looks at Brad in horror.  Brad seems surprised but confident.  Harry head-butts Brad in a loud crack, but Brad still does not move.  Harry now has a blank stare, blood slowly dripping from his nose.  He falls back in slow motion with a collapsing sound. (O_15) (P_15) (Q_15) (R_15) (S_15)  
END 

CUT TO: BLACK
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